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NOTICE OF THE K'l-TAW AND THE KARA-KEITAI.
The original seats of the K*i-tan were in Southern Manchuria (Liao tung), where they are mentioned in the Chinese annals as early as the fourth century of our era. A. R6musat ("Langues Tatares") and Klaproth ("Asia Poly-glotta") hold them to have "been Tunguses, and of the same stock as the Kin and the Manchus. As can be concluded from some K'l-tan words which have been preserved in ancient Chinese works, they were a mixed race, in which the Mongol and Tungus element predominated considerably.
Very interesting accounts, not published before, of the K'i-tan and their early history are found in Professor WassiliefF's " Historical and Archaeological Eesearches with respect to the middle part of Eastern Asia" (Manchuria and Eastern Mongolia), from the tenth to the thirteenth century, 1857 (in Russian). These notices are principally drawn from the Ziao shi, or Chinese history of the Liao (K*i-tan) dynasty, and the Liao Jcuo ch^t or history of the Kci-tan nation. The first section of the Liao shi (the annals) has been translated into German from the Manchu text by H. C. v. d. Gabelentz, and was published by his son in 1877. Compare also Professor W. Schott's "Kitai and Karakitai," 1879 (Akad. d. Wiss., Berlin).
In the beginning of the tenth century, the chief of the Kei-tan, named Ye lu Apaolti, having subdued all the Kei-tan tribes, made himself master of a great part of Mongolia, and in 916 proclaimed himself emperor with the (Chinese) name Twi tsut 916-927. The son of this conqueror,